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3:00 p.m. 
 

Chairman Glass called the Emergency Special Called Meeting to order on March 31st 2020 at 

approximately 3:00 p.m. Present for the meeting were Vice-Chair Thrash, and Commissioner 

Traylor. Commissioner Horton, Commissioner Heiney, County Administrator Townsend, County 

Clerk Davidson and Attorney Mayfield were present via the Zoom meeting.  

 

Pursuant to O.C.G.A 50-14 -1(d)(3), this meeting was called on less than 24 hours’ notice due to 

special circumstances, specifically the fact that any delay in adopting the declaration of emergency 

would risk the health, safety and well-being of the residents of Lamar County. As a result, there 

was not enough time for the normal notice requirements to be met for the approval of the 

declaration of emergency. Notice of this meeting was given to The Barnesville Herald Gazette via 

email and facsimile and notice was posted on the County’s website and on the door of the meeting 

location.   

 

Summary of Meeting  

 

Resolution 2020-06 Approving the Waiver of Certain Penalties and Interest by the Lamar County 

Tax Commissioners. Chairman Glass explained that in the Resolution it states that O.C.G.A. 48-

2-44 (b), which provides that any person who fails to pay a penalty of 5% of the amount due and 

O.C.G.A. 48-2-44 (a), which provides a penalty for willful failure to pay a penalty of 5% of the 

amount due. Chairman Glass stated that in the Resolution O.C.G.A. 48-5-242 authorizes the 

county governing authority to delegate to the county tax commissioner the authority to waive, in 

whole or in part, the collection of penalties and interest assessed as a result of a taxpayer’s failure 

to comply with laws relating to ad valorem taxation, where such failure was due to reasonable 

cause and not due to gross or willful neglect or disregard of the law. Chairman Glass read the 

Resolved section of the Resolution where it states that the Board of Commissioners of Lamar 

County, Georgia, hereby approves the waiver of penalties and interest on past due taxes subject to 

collection by the Lamar County Tax Commissioner, as well as the waiver of penalties for failure 

to file personal property tax returns where the original deadline for payment of such taxes fells/ 

falls currently on April 1st.  The proposed change is for a start date of April 1st and an end date to 

be determined by the Board of Commissioner of Lamar County, Georgia. The Resolution states 

that the authority to make the final determination as to which properties and tax payers are entitled 

to the waivers described in the Resolution is delegated to the Lamar County Tax Commissioner 

and that the waiver of penalties and interest pursuant to this Resolution shall be valid through and 

including a date set by the Board of Commissioners. Chairman Glass stated that any penalties and 

interest would be suspended during this time period.  

 

Commissioner Traylor made a motion to waiver the penalties and interest on past due taxes 

subjection to collection by the Lamar County Tax Commissioner as well as the wavier of penalties 

for failure to file personal tax returns, where the original deadline for payment is April 1st, 2020 



for payment of such taxes fells/falls between April 1st, 2020 and June 1st, 2020. Vice-Chair Thrash 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Amendment to the Emergency Declaration and Ordinance.  

 

Chairman Glass stated that the Emergency Declaration and Ordinance is scheduled to expire on 

April 6th, 2020. Chairman Glass called for a motion to change Section 9 of the Emergency 

Declaration and Ordinance where they added a minimum (6) ft. distancing for gatherings of 10 

or more people and changed the end date to April 24th, 2020. Commissioner Traylor made a 

motion to change Section 9 of the Emergency Declaration and Ordinance where they added all 

private and public gatherings of more than (10) people occurring outside of a household or living 

unit are prohibited except where citizens maintain at least (6) feet of personal distancing and 

changed the end date to April 24th, 2020 and Commissioner Horton seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

The board adjourned the meeting at approximately 4:00 p.m.   


