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LAMAR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Public Hearing 

Administration Building 

October 21st, 6:00 PM 

Agenda 

1. Call to Order 

2. Public Hearings-Planning and Community Development Anita Buice (Ms. Buice) 

 

  REZONING APPLICATION- FROM AR TO M2 Farhan Patran-Valiant Traders 677 

High Falls Road, TAX ID 086 030 

 

  The applicants have purchased a 9 acre tract that is located on the corner of High Falls Road 

and Hwy 36 E. The request is to develop the property for a cross docking warehouse, an 

intermodal support area, and a maintenance shop for the trucking company. The Lamar 

County Comprehensive Plan shows this parcel as part of the Gateway Corridor, while 

neighboring properties are shown as a combination of Rural Residential and Suburban 

Residential, with  an overlay of a commercial node which is to offer a design opportunity to 

incorporate connectivity for residents to be close to work and shopping. The zoning of the 

adjacent properties is Agricultural-Residential. A rezoning application for Light 

Manufacturing was proposed for this property in 1975 but was rejected. Planning Commission 

recommended approval with conditions. 
 

• Security lighting should be downward facing and shielded; 

• A 50’ treed buffer required along property lines adjoining agriculture/residential 

properties and a 25’ buffer along all other property lines; 

• If security fencing is chain link, applicant will use slats and not plastic sheeting; 

• A maximum 50% impervious surface area requirement including buildings and parking;  

• All truck traffic shall be routed to use Van Mar Blvd. 

• Hours of Operation Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

 

Commissioner Lovett noted that this zoning is outside of the Comprehensive Plan for 

commercial and industrial development. Ms. Buice explained that a Comprehensive Plan is a 

requirement by the State of Georgia. It is a component of future planning. The Comprehensive 

Plan comes together with lots of Public Meetings with staff and the community to see where it 

makes sense to have future growth for commercial and industrial zoning, future high density 

residency, and a future place for a school. What are the strengths of the community and areas 
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for improvement? The Comprehensive Plan is a 20 year plan, and it is required to be updated 

every 5 years because things can change; growth patterns, and the will of the community. The 

Comprehensive Plan was updated and approve in February of 2024.  

 

Commissioner Lovett said his understanding was there to be no truck traffic on High Falls 

Road. Ms. Buice stated that no one is to make the left hand turn onto High Falls Road. If a new 

Industrial road or driveway was built, then the plan was to cross over and enter Van Mar. 

Commissioner Lovett stated this zoning is in contradiction to another zoning request the Board 

of Commissioners denied. He further asked if people coming with a zoning of this nature, are 

they given or shown a copy of the Comprehensive Plan. Ms. Buice said they are, but this 

applicant wanted to proceed anyway. Anyone is able to apply regardless of the Comprehensive 

Plan.  
 

      REZONING APPLICATION-FROM AR TO R2 DANIEL HARPER 383     

      BARNESVILLE ROAD TAX ID 041 087 

 

      The applicant wishes to split 2 acres from a 10 acre tract to build a home. The Lamar County    

      Comprehensive Plan shows this parcel as Rural Residential, while neighboring properties are  

      shown as a combination of Rural Residential and Suburban Residential. The owner also owns      

      the larger track around this area. A pipeline runs through the larger portion of the trac of land     

      and there is no good place to build on that property. The Planning Commissioner recommended  

      approval. 

 

      VARIANCE APPLICATION-SIGN ORDINANCE Sohel Batiwala-MAJIK MARKET   

      919 VETERANS PARKWAY; TAX ID 049 052 

  

Sohel Batliwala, on behalf of Samaira Properties, LLC, dba Majik Market, has applied for a                                               

variance to allow for a sign with a height of 24’ and an area of  150sq’ that is in excess of 

Lamar County sign ordinance regulations which have a maximum height of 15’ with an area 

maximum of 50sq’. The property is .77  acres, located at 919 Veterans Parkway, as shown on 

Tax Map 049 Parcel 52, and recorded in Deed Book 1298, Page 74-75 and Plat Book 17, Page 

323. The applicant is willing to landscape the property with nice bushes. The sign will be a 

duel sign perpendicular to the road and is smaller than other signs in the area. The Planning 

Commissioner recommended approval.  

  SPECIAL EXCEPTION AND VARIANCE APPLICATION VERIZON WIRELESS 

SILVER DOLLAR ROAD; TAX ID 031 015 
  

Verizon Wireless has applied to construct and operate a wireless tower located on Silver     

Dollar Road. Verizon Wireless also requesting a height of 225’ which is a variance of Lamar 

County’s height maximum of 150’ in order to better meet the coverage needs. Commissioner 

Boyle offered to take a drown up to 225’ and show him how it would look. A logging 

employee said it would look like a pipe  cleaner sticking up out of the woods. The Planning 

Commission recommended approval.  

Commissioner Boyle stated he made an offer to the neighbor across the street to fly a drown  

205’ to see what he will see on his property.  
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Public Comment  

        

 Sky Neary of 787 Silver Dollar Road addressed his concerns to the board. Mr. Neary stated 

that this would be the 4th tower in the area. There are three in the City of Miliner area. He 

said his wife works from home and her work phone uses Verizon and if the internet goes out 

they can use Verizon. He said Verizon is a good service, but they are not wanting this tower 

in this location because their service coverage has not been an issue. Mr. Neary said he does 

not want to see this tower across the street from him.  

 Commissioner Boyle said that cellular signals only go for about 2.5 miles before you need 

another jump. Mr. Neary said this still does not change the fact that they are receiving good 

service. He said in their past experience when they change from 3 to 5g’s they never notice 

any type of change. Mr. Neary said at the end of the day if you are not happy with the 

Verizon service there are other providers to choose from.  

 

      VARIANCE APPLICATION-ROAD FRONTAGE AND BUILDING SITE IN A-R 

NAME: AMOS AND ROBIN SURRETT ADDRESS: ROCK SPRINGS ROAD; TAX 

ID 052 105 

 

 The applicants wish to split their 21.72 acre parcel for their two children but due to the shape 

of the property an even split does not meet the standards required in Agriculture-Residential 

for road frontage and building site width. Standard road frontage is 300’; the request is for 

approximately 150’. Standard building width is 300’; request is for approximately 200’. The 

property is wet and there is a big ravine. The only place the place the land will perk is in this 

location. There is a house next to the property that was built in the early 1800’s and was in 

the family for 70 years. They had this land at one time, and they are upset about it, but she is 

happy that it will not be built near her. The applicant is ready for his daughter to build now 

and his son in college may build later. The Planning Commission recommended approval 

 

 Andy Rotenstrich of 1901 Birmingham. Mr. Rotenstrich said there is significant gap in service 

in this area. He said they may be able to get a signal but not all the time. This is a large tract 

and is wooded. The wooded land will hide all of the ground equipment, and you will not see 

it from any area of the roadway. They meet the criteria of the ordinance. The only issue that 

they do not meet is the height limitations. Under the Ordinance they can build the tower at 

150’ with a Special Exception but they are trying to have the fewest number of structures and 

in order to do this they need the higher height to get the one tower to fill the gap. The extended 

height gives room for the competitors; AT&T and T-Mobile. The first thing they look for are 

tall structures that Verizon can hang their antennas on and there are no tall structures in the 

area. The only alternative, because there is no existing tower, is to build a new one. Mr. 

Rotenstrich distributed a handout that he share with the board. The handout that he distributed 

and read to the board is attached to the Public Hearing Minutes. 

 Commissioner Gilles inquired about the surface area of coverage and asked about overlapping 

towers. He said that only one of those towers belong to Verizon and it is very unlikely that 

other carriers are on those towers. If there is overlapping it is intentional, so you have 



Public Hearing Lamar County Board of Commissioners Page 4 of 5 

continued service. This is the reason for the specific location, and this is why they do not have 

a really wide area from which to put this tower. They have to make sure the distance and the 

topography work with the City.  

 Commissioner Lovett inquired about the 150’ feet and the variance to allow for an additional 

height. Ms. Buice said that towers are not permitted by right in any zoning category they are 

a Special Exception. That is part one and part two is the variance of the height. This is a 

Special Exception with a Variance.  

  

 VARIANCE APPLICATION-ROAD FRONTAGE AND BUILDING SITE IN A-R 

NAME: AMOS AND ROBIN SURRETT ADDRESS: ROCK SPRINGS ROAD; TAX 

ID 052 105 

 

The applicants wish to split their 21.72 acre parcel for their two children but due to the shape 

of the property an even split does not meet the standards required in Agriculture-Residential 

for road frontage and building site width. Standard road frontage is 300’; the request is for 

approximately 150’. Standard building width is 300’; request is for approximately 200’. The 

property is wet and there is a big ravine. The only place the place the land will perk is in this 

location. There is a house next to the property that was built in the early 1800’s and was in 

the family for 70 years. They had this land at one time, and they are upset about it, but she is 

happy that it will not be built near her. The applicant is ready for his daughter to build now 

and his son in college may build later. The Planning Commission recommended approval.  

Public Comment  

 Amos Surrett of Rock Springs Road addressed the board. Mr. Surrett explained that the lady 

that came to the Planning Commission Public Hearing is the daughter of Mrs. Allen. Mrs. 

Allen has dementia. She was very emotional because this is the land she grew up on. 

Somewhere in time, they were swindled out of their land from the bank and Mr. Surrett said 

he bought the land from the bank. She has emotional ties to the land, and she does not want 

to approve anything to do with the land. Mr. Surrett said she owns more of the pond than he 

does although the pond holds no water unless there is a hard rain. Mr. Surret said if they do 

not approve the variance the 300’ property line for which you have to have the house is 

somewhere between 700’and 1000’ from the road.  

 Chairman Traylor said they went for the 300’ was for trash pickup and school pickup and not 

having driveway after driveway. Mr. Surrett said the Planning Commission discussed this. He 

said his son is still in College and they are assuming he will also build on the land. But if 10 

years down the road he decides to sell it then you have one driveway that some people may 

not want to have. Portions of the community are A-R and Residential and those across the 

road are at 150’. Mr. Surrett said they could have rezoned to Residential, but it messes up the 

land use. He said they are trying to get the best usage out of the land.  

 Commissioner Lovett said Variances are about what happens years down the road. They like 

it when families stay in the community. Mr. Surrett said his daughter is getting married in 

May. Once they get the perk test done, they will start building probably no later than the first 

of the year. He said one side of the variance request is going to be used. Specifically, this is 

to be used for his family. The address for this request is 135 and 145 Rock Springs Road.  
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3. Adjournment  

 

           Commissioner Lovett made a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing at approximately  

           6:58 p.m. Commissioner Gilles seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
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Attest:  Carlette Davidson, County Clerk 
 


